
 
 

Qualifier Maria Mateas Upsets Top-Seeded Varvara 
Lepchenko At Women’s USTA $60,000 Central Coast Pro 

Tennis Open At Templeton Tennis Ranch 
  

 

CoCo Vandeweghe 
 
TEMPLETON, Calif. – Sept. 26, 2019 — Former Duke University standout Maria Mateas won 
her fourth match in four days, upsetting top-seeded Vavara Lepchenko, 7-6 (6), 6-0, in the 
second round of the Central Coast Pro Tennis Open, a USTA Pro Circuit Women’s $60,000 
event taking place at the Templeton Tennis Ranch.  
 
A qualifier who last year lost 7-6 in a third set in the first round at this event, Mateas matched 
the former world No. 19-ranked WTA player Lepchenko stroke for stroke in the tight first set 
before running away from it in the second.  
 
“I was just trying to hang in there,” said the 20-year-old Mateas, who was born in Romania and 
grew up in Massachusetts. “The body wasn’t feeling amazing but I was just trying to get to every 
ball and see what happened and hopefully something good would happen and it did.” 
 
Mateas will next face fellow American Shelby Rogers in the quarterfinals on Friday on Stadium 
Court in the second match of the day session, which begins at 12 noon.  
 
Seven of the eight women’s singles quarterfinalists call America their home country with 
Serbia’s Jovana Jaksic the only foreigner in the final eight. Additionally, the No. 6-seeded Jaksic 
is the only one of the eight who is a top-eight seeded player.  
 
Tournament wild-card CoCo Vandeweghe will meet Hanna Chang in a second semifinal Friday 
on Court 2. The 2018 US Open doubles winner Vandeweghe needed three sets to take out 
former USC All-American Giuliana Olmos of Mexico, 7-6 (3), 4-6, 6-2.  
 



“The wind really affected both of us out there,” said Olmos, who is ranked No. 354 in the world 
and has played doubles at both Wimbledon and the US Open. “We would both lose our serve 
on one side, and both hold serve on the other.” 
 
Watched by impartial UCLA women’s coach Rance Brown, former UCLA star and qualifier 
Elysia Bolton won her fourth consecutive match in Templeton to advance to the quarterfinals. 
She beat former UCLA All-American Catherine Harrison, 6-3, 6-7 (0), 6-3. Originally from New 
York, Bolton was an ITA All-America selection in singles her freshman year and was named the 
Pac-12 Freshman/Newcomer of the Year in 2019.  
 
“I spoke to Coach (Stella) Sampras this morning and we really didn’t know what to expect,” 
Brown said. “We knew it would be highly emotional and highly competitive and the younger one 
was able to pull it out. I was definitely sitting on my hands there. I was a proud coach and a 
proud uncle out there just watching.” 
 
Earlier in the day, Brown watched as another former Bruin qualifier, Pamela Montez, fell to 
Jaksic, 6-4, 6-1.  
 
Later in the day, Harrison was close to staying in town for another day joining Bolton, but fell 
short in the doubles quarterfinals as Emma Bektas and Tara Moore, the No. 4 seeds, beat 
Harrison and Victoria Duval, 2-6, 6-3, 10-6.  
 
Harrison, originally from Germantown, Tenn., won the ITF World Tennis Tour $25,000 event in 
Fort Worth, Texas, for her first career singles title and owns five ITF-level doubles titles. Duval 
said she plans to return to the University of Florida as a volunteer assistant coach for the 
women’s team as her playing schedule allows.  
 
The doubles semifinals will be the night matches Friday night beginning at 6 p.m.  
 
A day after taking out the top seeds, Olmos and current USC senior Angela Kulikov beat the 
Central Coast pairing of Kayla Day and Sophie Whittle, 6-3, 6-2. Olmos-Kulikov meet No. 3 
seeds Vladica Babic and Caitlin Whoriskey in the second and final match of the day. In the other 
doubles semifinal, No. 4 seeds Emma Bektas and Tara Moore will meet Gabriela Talaba of 
Romania and Marcela Zacarias of Mexico in the first match at 6 p.m. Talaba/Zacarias beat the 
No. 2-seeded team of Rogers/Vandeweghe, 6-4, 7-5, in the late match.  
 
Thursday’s Main-Draw Singles Scores 
q: qualifier; wc: wild card 
Maria Mateas (q), U.S., def. Vavara Lepchenko (1) (wc), U.S., 7-6 (6), 6-0  
Elysia Bolton (q), U.S., def. Catherine Harrison, U.S., 6-3, 6-7 (0), 6-3 
Hanna Chang, U.S., def. Irina Falconi, U.S., 7-5, retired 
Jovana Jaksic (6), Serbia, def. Pamela Montez (q), U.S., 6-4, 6-1  
Grace Min, U.S., def. Gabriela Talaba, Romania, 6-1, 6-0 
Shelby Rogers, U.S., def. Katie Volynets, U.S., 6-1, 6-1 
Emma Bektas, U.S., def. Hailey Baptiste (8), U.S., 7-5, 4-6, 6-4 
CoCo Vandeweghe (wc), U.S., def. Giuliana Olmos, Mexico, 7-6 (3), 4-6, 6-2 
 
Thursday’s Quarterfinal Doubles Scores 
Vladica Babic, Montenegro/Caitlin Whoriskey (3), U.S., def. Deniz Khazaniuk, Israel, Alycia Parks, 
U.S., 6-1, 3-6, 10-8 
Emma Bektas, U.S./Tara Moore (4), Great Britain, def. Victoria Duval, U.S./Catherine Harrison, 
U.S., 2-6, 6-3, 10-6 
Angela Kulikov, U.S./Giuliana Olmos, Mexico, def. Kayla Day, U.S./Sophie Whittle, U.S., 6-3, 6-
2 



Gabriela Talaba, Romania/Marcela Zacarias, Mexico, def. Shelby Rogers, U.S./CoCo 
Vandeweghe (2), U.S., 6-4, 7-5 
 

Sponsors include: Battle in the Bay Tournament, USTA Southern California, Tiebreaker Brewing 

Co., Sky River RV, The Groves on 41, Merrill Lynch - Blake Goehring, Medina Light Show 

Designs, Tennis Warehouse, Mary Kay - Heide Grant, Mitch & Theresa Scott, Sentinel Peak 

Resources, Green Energy Innovations, Tally Vineyards, South Paso Chevron, Owen Main 

Photography, Oxford Suites - Paso Robles, Simply Clear Marketing, All Good Products, Armet's 

Landscaping / A Team Fencing, Edward Jones - Terry Crowe, First American Title, Davis Auto 

Body, European Car Specialist, Designs in Life, The Margarita Man, David Bolivar, KPRL 1230, 

ColorCraft Printing, Balm Standard, Templeton Market & Deli, Walmart, Phil Keohen, Marc 

Eisemann, Rental Depot, The Blueprinter & Graphics, Trader Joes, Edward Jones - Matt 

Oppedahl, Kinetix PT. 

   
To follow all the action, go to the tournament website: www.ttrprotennis.com and on Facebook 
and search Central Coast Pro Tennis Open. And follow the USTA on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram @USTA (#USTAProCircuit). 

 
### 

  
Set amid a tranquil wooded property, Templeton Tennis Ranch’s stunning clubhouse, versatile fitness 
center, infrared sauna and state-of-the-art tennis and pickleball courts are renowned in San Luis Obispo 
County. Come see why visitors and locals alike enjoy the Central Coast’s beautiful wooded family fitness 
hub and event center. Templeton Tennis Ranch is located at 345 Championship Lane in Templeton off 
the Main Street Exit on the west side of Highway 101. It is open Mondays through Fridays, 7 a.m. to 9 
p.m.; Saturdays 7 a.m. to 5.p.m.;Sundays 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., and can be contacted at (805) 434-
9605, www.ttrtennis.com.  Information about the tournament: www.ttrprotennis.com 
  
For further information please contact: 
Ralph Goehring TTR – 805-434-9605 
Steve Pratt TTR Pro Circuit Media Contact – 310-408-4555; stevep@bzapr.com 
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