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Unseeded Kristina Penickova Upsets No. 6 Seed In
First Round of Central Coast Tennis Classic

TEMPLETON, Calif. — September 30, 2026 — Three-time Grand Slam junior doubles
champion Kristina Penickova is looking to make a name for herself in singles this week
at the Central Coast Tennis Classic, a $100,000 ITF World Tour and USTA Pro Circuit
women’s tournament taking place at the Templeton Tennis Ranch.

The 17-year-old Penickova, who grew up just 150 miles north of Templeton in Campbell,
Calif., made her debut in the eighth annual event in upset fashion, as she beat No. 6 seed
Iryna Shymanovich from Belarus, 7-6 (4), 6-2. Penickova later teamed with twin sister
Annika to take out Shymanovich and Carmen Andreea Herea from Romania, 7-5, 6-3.

Penickova is ranked No. 623 in the world WTA rankings and received a special junior
exempt to gain main draw entry this week. She won the 2025 Australian Open and
Wimbledon, and just four weeks ago she and Annika won the US Open. Kristina next
faces qualifier Carolina Kuhl of Germany in the Round of 16 on Thursday.

Last year’s singles champion Kayla Day, coming off five wins to capture her 12" career
ITF title on Sunday at the Berkeley W50 tournament, had a miserable day on the newly
surfaced blue-on-blue Templeton Tennis Ranch stadium court as she fell to qualifier
Amelie Van Impe of Belgium, 6-2, 6-4. Van Impe, 22, plays for Southern Methodist
University and has won four ITF singles titles. She was the Atlantic Coast Conference
Freshman of the Year last season.

The No. 7-seeded Caroline Dolehide, 28, and from Hinsdale, lll., has been hampered by
a shoulder injury, but continued her comeback tour with an impressive 6-3, 6-1 win over
Jo-Yee Chan, who played at San Diego State. A lot has transpired over the past 10 years
for Dolehide and Day, who were junior rivals and doubles partners and played in the final
of the US Open junior doubles in 2016. Dolehide is looking to continue her ranking rise
as she reached a career-high No. 41 in 2023.

Americans Whitney Osuigwe, Lea Ma and Malaika Rapolu all moved into the second
round. Top-seeded German Tatjana Maria beat Lucciana Perez Alarcon from Peru,



6-1, 6-2. Qualifying wild card Katie Fakih, a UCLA junior, beat Victoria Bosio from
Argentina, 5-7, 7-5, 6-0. In Thursday night’s featured match starting at 6 p.m., Fakih will
take on Dolehide.

The ITF World Tour and USTA Pro Circuit Central Coast Tennis Classic is brought to you
once again by Central Coast Home Health. The event has increased the prize money to
$100,000 and boasts a strong entry list of WTA women'’s players ranked from No. 85 to
around No. 275 in the world. Central Coast Home Health and Hospice returns as a major
sponsor. Serving San Luis Obispo and Santa Barbara Counties, Central Coast Home
Health and Hospice provides physician-directed nursing, rehabilitation, and hospice,
delivering skilled home care in the comfort of your own home.

The tournament is part of the ITF World Tennis Tour / USTA Pro Circuit. The event is
open to the public; tickets start at $15 and are available at:
www.centralcoasttennisclassic.com, where you can also find news and updates on the
tournament. Also check out TTR’s Facebook and Instagram pages
http://www.facebook.com/ttrtennis / @ TTRTennis in the coming weeks for player
announcements and the latest tournament news.
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Templeton Tennis Ranch, a Mouratoglou Tennis Center, is set in the heart of the Central
Coast's wine country. One of 23 Mouratoglou Centers world-wide, Templeton Tennis Ranch
offers world-class, high-performance tennis training and instruction. The state-of-the-art facility
features tennis, pickleball, 25-yard, eight-lane competition lap pool, bocce, a well-appointed
fitness center, Pilates studio, massage rooms, infrared saunas, and a cafe & wine bar.
Conveniently located at 345 Championship Lane, off the Main Street Exit from Highway 101, in
Templeton, the Ranch is open weekdays 7am to 8pm, Saturday 8 am to 8 pm and Sunday 8 am
to 3 pm. For more information, call 805.434.9605 or visit www.ttrtennis.com,

or www.mouratoglou.com/en/international/templeton/.

For further information please contact:
Chris Fouquet TTR President & General Manager — 805-434-9605; chris@ttrtennis.com
Steve Pratt CCTC Media Contact — 310-408-4555; stevepratt.tennisPR@gmai.com
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